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The Bush Administration plan to privatize
parts of Medicare represents just one
thread in the larger fabric of an insidious
New World Order. 1

They're hoping that
Americans won't notice.

The transformation
of healthcare into a
for-profit industry
has led to spiraling
costs (and huge
profits for Bill Brist
and his peers ) =

— ballooning to $1.4
trillion annually, far
and away the largest
single “industry” in the
American economy.

Insurance became
necessary for survival,
and escalating
premiums have
left people either
uninsured or
struggling o
to pay. (:_‘;-

The Clinton
administration
was prepared to
answer the
concern of the
majority of
Americans who
supported
national health
care.




But that would
harm corporate

profits. heal

I've got some real
concerns about national

odo I
But, wheneve
the issue comes up,

the conservatives
ask over and over
again,

"Do you want
government
bureaucrats

deciding

which doctor
you can see?"
—

th care.

pretty simple for most Americans:
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As a yes/no question, the answer is But, as is so often

the case when
onservatives try to

influence public
inion, the true issue
n't honestly stated.

The real question is:

Do you want government bureaucrats
{who are answerable to elected officials

and thus subject to the will of We the
People) making decisions about your
healthcare, or would you rather have
corporate bureaucrats (who are
answerable only to their boards and
CEOs and work in a profit-driven
environment) making decisions
about your healthcare?

For every $100 that passes through the
hands of the government-administered
Medicare programs, between $2 and $3
is spent on administration...

...leaving $97 to $98 to pay for medical
services and drugs.

But of every $100 that
flows through insurance
companies’ hands...
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...from $8 to $60 (averaging about $15)
sticks to corporate fingers along the way.*

*New England Joumnal of Medicine, August 2003,



After all, Medicare doesn't have...

[t doesn't "donate”
...0r pay millions to politicians
P and their parties,

lavish corporate or corporate

, expensive
headquarters jets

lobbying
firms in
Washington
to work on its
behalf.

It doesn't have to spend It doesn't pay profits in the And it doesn't compensate
huge sums on advertising. | form of dividends to its its top executive with over
shareholders. amilion dollarsa | /
ULTRA year, as do ] ==
Semoplaxidin each of the
largest of the
American
insurance
companies.
' ' ::1 I_,';--'__ o
Medicare has one Private corporations also
primary mandate: have one primary mandate:

« Serve the Public »

In another “industry,” when politicians
argue for harsher sentencing guidelines
while also advocating more
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~..they're enhancing the power and—l'
profits of one of America's fastest-
growing and most profitable remaining
domestic industries:

incarceration.




...the expansion || ...and inr;ameration[/

Thus, an industry is born: of the number of || of more of them
profiting in the expanding apprehended for longer and m
definition of “crime” criminals... longer periods =

of time via
mandatory

(especially in the dubious
"
sentencing L., ,,)

“War on Drugs,” which now
yields 50% of all U.S.

prisoners*)... laws. )
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There is little incentive for rehabilitation or to
implement proven programs to reduce recidivism,
because a high rate of prisoners returning to
prison is highly profitable.
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‘ because it's just business.

: H[ quaint moral, ethical or
il

practical social considerations,
|
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Warehousing people becomes no

different than growing chickens or cows
in cages or stalls. The bottom line rules.
To see more, visit...| www.we-the-people-book.com |
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